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1. About the Bikali College: 

 

Bikali College is one of the premier institutions of higher education in Assam. It is located 

at Dhupdhara, a small town on the National Highway 37 (New NH17) in the easternmost 

part of the Goalpara district of Assam. Bikali College was established on 14thApril, 1982. 

The college is currently affiliated to Gauhati University and is presently offering 

undergraduate courses along with postgraduate courses in Assamese and Geography. The 

Arts stream of the college was brought under the Deficit Grants-in-Aid schemes of the 

government of Assam in 1992 and it was subsequently provincialized in the year 2005. In 

the course of its growth and development, the Commerce stream and Science stream were 

introduced in the college as self-financed courses in the years 2005 and 2015, respectively. 

In addition to these courses, the college also offers certificate courses to students in all three 

streams. The college received UGC recognition of 2 (f) and 12(B) with effect from the 10th 

Plan of the UGC. The college has a sprawling campus spread over an area of more than 50 

acres equipped with modern facilities for teaching and learning. The college has, over the 

years built an impressive infrastructure and is trying hard to create a student-friendly 

environment in the campus. ICT-enabled classrooms, well-equipped computer laboratories, 

science laboratories, central library with internet facility, digital library, seminar and 

conference hall etc. are some of the teaching-learning facilities in the college through which 

students are exposed to better learning experiences on the campus. The institution is 

committed to pursuing its prime objectives of providing quality and inclusive education on 

the basis of the values that form the core of the college. The college is committed to breaking 

barriers brought about by its remoteness and aspires to emerge at par with top educational 

institutions utilizing local knowledge and expertise combined with global skills and 

innovation. Based on our experiences and achievements, we firmly belief that we will be 

definitely able to march ahead on our journey to achieve the academic excellence that the 

founders of the college had dreamt of. 

 

2. About the of Geography Department: 

Geography department of Bikali College under Gauhati University was established in the 

year 1984. In the beginning, a Pre-University class was introduced and it was elevated to 

under-graduate level (General course) in the year 1986. Previewing the importance of 

Geography and also demand from the student community the college introduced Major 

course in Geography in the year 1993 with two teachers and 10 students in the major course. 

The number of teachers increased to 4 in 1994 and the enrolment of the students was also 

increased. With the same enthusiasm, the college introduced a Post-Graduate Class in 



Geography in the year 2016 with an intake capacity of 10 students per semester under 

Gauhati University.  

Vision:  

The Geography Department was established with certain visions. These are as follows 

i. To popularize Geography as a systematic science in the area 

ii. To create mass awareness on changing man-environment relationship and emerging 

environmental problems in the area 

iii. To develop a well-equipped modern laboratory to enable the student community to 

better understand space technology like Geographical Information Systems, Remote 

Sensing and Global Positioning Systems 

 

3. Add-On Course: 

Bikali College provides students with different add-on courses each academic year. The 

courses are announced each year with prior approval of the Governing Body and the 

Principal and are meant to provide our students with academic flexibility and achieve skill-

based, in-depth and interdisciplinary learning. The add-on courses provide scope for 

multidisciplinary learning and are a practice in line with the vision of the New Education 

Policy, 2020. The add-on courses are a minimum of 30 hours in duration and are inducted 

through offline, online, or blended mode. Each department introduces atleast one add-on 

course during one academic year for the benefit of the students. These courses are targeted 

to impart required knowledge on competitive examinations, develop skill-based learning, or 

simplify tough contents in the syllabus or introduce additional topics to aid understanding 

of the existing curriculum. The classes for the add-on courses are held without hampering 

the regular timetable and hence is often scheduled from 3 PM and through blended mode. 

Assessment is kept simple through assignments and a final examination of not more than 50 

marks. The students’ learning achievements are also analyzed through group discussions, 

classroom presentations, and practical lessons rather than rote learning. 

 

4. Introduction of the course: 

The art and science of graphical representation a geographical area, usually on flat surface 

are known as the map. It may involve making and representing the superimposition of 

various elements pertaining to the earth's surface such as political, cultural, or other non-

geographical division to represent a geographical area. Historically, map-making science 

was known as cartography and used since the prehistoric era. Nowadays map making has 



flourished in various fields development of GIS tools and techniques helped solve various 

geographical problems in decision-making. The add-on course on “Geography as a map-

making science” will help to understand the various dimensions of maps and their 

application in various levels. 

 

 

 

 

5. Course objectives: 

 

 This course on “Geography As a Map Making Science” provides a general understanding 

of the field of map making including its modern developments and importance in geographic 

study.  

 It more particularly focuses on various types of map scales and their construction; principles 

of map projection and construction of a selected few; and preparation of thematic maps 

through the representation of various geographical data using different cartographic 

techniques. 

 This course will be helpful for UGC NET, SLET, and other competitive examination 

aspirants.  

 

 

6. Target Group: 

  The course is intended for UG and PG and passed-out students of all disciplines. 

 

7. Course Outcomes:  

● Understanding the importance of various map-making techniques in geographical study  

● General understanding of map type, map scale and map content.  

● An acquaintance of different cartographic techniques for representation of various facts 

of physical and human geographic data of any area. 

 

8. Syllabus: 

Part I: Theory 

Credit: (30 Marks)(20 classes of 1 hour duration each)  

1. Map making– Meaning, Development and Importance of maps in Geography (2 

classes)  

2. Shape and size of the earth, coordinate system (latitude and longitude) (3 classes)  



3. Maps: Types, scale and content, representation of point, line and area in maps (4 

classes)  

4. Map Projections, Classification of Map Projections; Choice of map projection (5 

classes)  

5. GIS tools and techniques and Thematic mapping (4 classes) 

6. Techniques of physical and socio-economic data representation and mapping (2 

classes) 

Part II: Practical 

Credit: (20 Marks) (10 classes of 1 hour duration each)  

1. Construction of graphical scale (linear, diagonal and comparative); conversion of 

map scale (2Assignments)  

2.  Construction of map projection  (Zenithal Polar Gnomonic and Stereographic, 

Simple Conical with one standard parallel,  Cylindrical) along with their properties, 

uses and limitations (4Assignments) 

3.  Preparation of thematic maps (choropleth, isopleth and pie diagram) for 

representing various physical geographic data using GIS tools (4 Assignments)  

9. Eligibility 

All students pursuing UG or PG courses in Bikali College are eligible to join this course. 

10. Fee Structure 

The course is free of cost. A minimum fee (not more than Rs.100/- may be charged at 

the time of final examination) 

11. Learning Resources 

E-Books, Videos and notes will be provided by the course 

coordinator 

12. Assessment and Evaluation 

Regular assignments will be given to students after the completion of each unit. 

Final Examination of not more than 50 marks will be conducted at the end of the course. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Rationale of the Programme 

This course was Important for any learner who wanted to know about historical relation 
with orality and oral traditJon and culture, which wlll help them In their future research 
work. It provides a unique perspectlve on histDrical events that may not be found In 
written records. Besledes this course also Inspired students to establish personal 
relationship and oonnections to the events and issues. It transcends the passive routine 
ct remembering facts, figures and dates and gives learners an engagilg, tangible point 
of: 

✓ Understanding Oral History 
✓ Know Hlstork:al prospective on Oral History 
✓ Awareness on Oral Tradltk>n and Oral History 
✓ Know how to use Oral History as tool of analysis 
✓ Promotion of sodaJ and economic Issues In Oral History 
✓ Understanding potential areas for Oral H1story 

S. Introduction to Oral History : 

Oral history is a field of study and a method of gathering, preserving and Interpreting the 
voices and memories of people, communities, and participants In past events. Oral 
history is bottl the oldest type of historical Inquiry, predating the written word, and one 
of the most modern, Initiated with tape recorders In the 1940s and OOH using 21st
century digital technologies. It is believed that the term oral history originates with Joe 
Gould, a homeless man living in New York City who sollcib?d donations by daiming that 
he was working on a massive manuscript called "An Oral History of Our Time•, which he 
said consisted of thousands of recorded conversations on various topics. Oral history has 
become an International movement in historical research. The 30 hours course on Oral 
History is designed to aid students In understanding historical relation with orality and 
oral tradition and aJlture, which will help them In their Mure research work. Besides 
Oral History is a technique for generating and preserving original, histork:alty interesting 
Information. Oral History provides a fuller more accurate picture of the past by 
augmenbng the Information provided by public records, statistical data, photographs, 
maps, letters, diaries and other historical materials from historical perspective. This 
course will also teach students about Interpreting and evaluation of Oral History. 

Deptt. of Hlrto,y, 
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6. Course Objectives: 

The course intends to achieve the following objective: 

• Understanding Oral History 
• Expbing ns h~I perspective 
• Anatystng the Oral History ethics 
• Jnterpreting Oral History 
• Understanding potential areas for Oral History research 
• Examlnfng Oral Hlstory and memory 

7. Target Group : 

The course is Intended for UG and PG students of all dlsapUnes. 

8. Outcomes: 

✓ After this course the students wllJ be able to complex interrelationships of structure 
or events In the context of broader social and rultural framework of societies 
through 'pubUc memory' and oral history to preserve oral culture and local history. 

✓ The students wiN be able to espouse the relavence to the North-Eastern region of 
India with the diverse rutture and ethen1c communities whose history is largely 
oral. 

✓ The students wlll be to use 'Public memory' as a tool and a source not only to 
write public history but also to explore new knowledge In the humanities, social 
science, and even in desipllnes like Architecture, communication Studies, Gender 
Studies, English, History, Philosophy, Polltical Science and Sociology. 

Syllabus 

Unit 1: Introduction and its perspectives on Oral History 

Unit 2: Evaluation of Oral History and Ethics . 

Unit 3: Interpreting Oral History and finding potential areas for Oral History research 

Eligibility 

All students pursuing UG or PG oourses in Blkall College are eligible to join this course. 

,,,,,, .,,, ff/,,,,,.,. 
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Fee Structure 

The course is free of cost. A minimt.m fee (Rs.100f Is charged at the 
time of final examJnation) 

learning Recourses 

E-Books, Videos and notes Is pro\lided : 

• The Voice ~ The Past: Oral Hlstory - Paul Thompson, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press 

• Rethinking Oral History and Tradition : An Indigenous perspective ( Oxford Oral 
History Series)- Nepia Mahuika 

• Oral Tradition In Ancient India - Amit Jha 
• Oral Tra<frtions, Continuities and TrasformatJon In North-East lndla and Beyond 

• 

Assessment and Evaluation 

• Regular assigMlents wil be given to students after the completfon of each unit. 

• Final Examination of not more than 50 marks will be conducted at the end of 
the course. 

JJeptt ?/ /11,rr>ry, 
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MODEL QUESTION PAPER 
ORAL HISTORY 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
MCQ BASED 

TIME: 1 HOUR FULL MARKS : 50 

1. \Yhlctl of the ~ ts!•~ paft of or.,I trai:tb:ln? 
a. Legt'nd1 b~ M~ 

c. ~ d. All of the above 

2. Pu Thompi:)n ""1'S to ml traditton as 
a. lMng myths b. Mng mies 
c. lMng ~ d. ~ past 

3, The hlstortcal method which rued out the frrlJ(>rtance of orat tradlUon ls caUed 
a. the ~ tne'thOd b. the documentary method 
c. the new hlmical method d. None d the abcwe 

4. ~ Is ttle author o( The Histones > 
a. Plato 
c.Hcrodotus 

b. Thucyd~ 
d. Pfif!Y the 8der 

5. Who commented that • all his(Ofy was at first oran 
a. Samuel JohnSOfl b. Paul Thompson 
c. .Jan Vansina d. John Murphy 

6. What ts Bakhar? 
D, Oral hlstofy written In Punjabi 
prose. 
c. A form of lyrical poetry In Urdu 

b. A form d hfstorlcal narmtve written In Marathi 

d. Arabic epigraphs from Aqra fort. 

7. Oral Hlstofy can be based on __ _ 
a. Interviews with people b. Stories and tales 
c. Songs d. All the abcNe 

8. The proces'S ci determining the reiabUltv or accuracy of the informatlon contakled m the 
sources collected Is known as-
a. External aitJdsm b. Synthesis 
c. Hyp(ihesls d. Internal crftldsm 

9. Which of the following statements regarding the works of Herodotus ls{are correct? 
1. Herodotus wrote htsto(y so that the commg generations get to know about the deeds of the 

great people lived both In Greet< and Persia. 
2. He had written history in verse. 
a. 1 only b. 2 ontv 
c. both l and 2 d. Neither 1 Nor 2 

10. Who wrote History of the Peloponnesiaf'I War? 
Dtptl, of Hirtory. 

llkls.11 Collete. JJl"'l"hM• 



a. Plato b.Homer 
c. Thucydkif:s d, Ptlny the Elder 

11, What ts SPARROW? 
n. Social Partlcipatory Assoaatk>n ror Resaardl on Women 
b. Sound Ptctu~ Archtves for Research on Women 
c. Sound Productton Assignment fof' Research on WOOX!l 
d. Sock',! Projection of Assorted Resean:h on~ 

12. The Identification of when and where an event took plaee ts known as 
n. Hcnnen<!Utics b. Contextuallzation 
c. Com>boratioo d. Sourcing 

13. Whlth of the following ~tument(s) ls/are correct? 
1. All folklore Is a part of the oral traditions. 
2. Uke the wrlttl.'n literature they contain both prose ond ~ nam,tfves In addltton to myths, 
dramas, rituals etc. 
a. 1 only b. 2 only 

c. both 1 and 2 d. Neither 1 Nor 2 

1◄• Who commented that "the study of h~ Is the study of causes ·1 
a. E. H. carr b. Arnold Toynbee 
c. Winston a,urchill d. ~ Wdhelm Friedrfch Hegel 

1s. The key efement(S) of oral Hlstoty wori( ls/are 
1. Preparation 2. IntervieWlng 3. Preservation 4. 
N:.Ce5S 
a. 1 and 4 only b. 1, 2 and 3 
c. 2 and 3 only d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

16. Regarding the process of Interviewing for the purpose of oral history, whkh of the following 
statement(s) ls/are comaa? 
1. Interviewers are obliged to ask hlstoncally significant que!l1fons, reflectlng careful preparatlon 

for the Interview and understanding of the Issues to be addressed. 
2. InteMewers must also respect the narrators' equal authority In the lntevtews and honour 
their right to respond to QU(Sklns In their own style and language. 
a. 1 onty b. 2 only 
c. both 1 and 2 d. Neither l Nor 2 

17. Oral history fonns a part rl which ol the followfng methods of hlstonography? 
a. Private sources b. Running records 
c. Secondary sources d. Recollections 

18.The Kaavad Storytelling Tradition belongs to the Indian State of __ _ 
a. Andhra Pradesh b. Kamat.aka 
c. RaJc&han d. Manlpur 

19. Which among the followlng Is the online portal for oral history of Indian labour? 
a. Oral History of Indian labour b, E-labour 
c. Arehlves of Indian Labour d. Indian Labour TraditJon 

D1ptl. of Hlrtory, 
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20. ~me the onUne archive of GoverMleflt d Mll 
a. ~lleth b. E-NCR 

c. E- Anweshan d. E- Delhi 

21. The Yakshagana theatre ls associated wittl which of the following language? 
a. Mifthlft b. te.vada 
C. Bhojpur1 d. Kashmh1 

22. Jan vans1na Is famous for his studies In 
a. South Asian hisuy 

c. I rtsh hlstofy 
b.Afrk:anhlstxxy 

d. Scan<lnavfan history 

23. Which among the foflowilg is/are the characteristks needed for any hlstor1cal fact to be 

diSSffted as oral tradition' 
1. Oral facts 2. Hlstoocal mncem 3. Oral transmission ◄. Contemporary 

accounts 
a. 1 and ◄ onty b. 2 and 3 only 
c. 1, 2, and 3 only d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

24. Terakuttu IS a folk art from 
a. Telangana 
c. Andtva Pradesh 

b. Tamu Nadu 
d.Rajasthan 

25. The Tamasha theatre ls associated with which of the followtng language? 

a. Nepali b. Marathi 
c. Tamil d. Telugu 

Dlptt. of Hirt"ry. 
llkoll C"''"'c!, u:1"1Jdh•'" 
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