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IAER V 

Migralion, Peasantisation and Agrarian Politics in 
An's Bralhmaputra Valley during the Colonial 

Period 

Iotoduction: 
Dhanmoni Kalita 

Isy the brginning of nineteenth century, when Ahom rule gradually met 
uith the downfall, the occupation of Assam by the British brought further 

hanges in the agrarian structure of Assam. British started their occupation 
t Astatn after the signing of the Treaty of Yandaboo in 1826 CE. However, 
tie Astan ie, Brahmaputra valley formally came under their possession 

Jn 1142 CEI Miyration during the period of British rule started in the 
on of tea yarden labour from other backward regions of the subcontinent 
sie local people, mainly because of their self-sufficient cconomy were 

ot interested in working as tea garden labour and as such the existing 

asantry in Assam showed very litle interest in waye labour.2 Thercfore, 
lr ritbsh tried to bring labour from China in the beginning and then from 
lher parts of India.3 By 1905-1906 CE adult labour force in plantation of 
Atsam numbered 4,17,262. Among these the main recruitment area was 

Iengal which alone contributed about 64.9 percent of the total labour.4 
In the carly years, the British mainly encouraged the imnmigrants to 

Jieet the crisis of labour in plantation industries and coal mines as well 
1 for construction works such as railways, Iater on, when the Provincial 
(iovernment was formed under Saddullah, the immigration from East 

ngal yrew rapidly as it received political support. On 8 May, 1885 CE then 
nnisioner of the Assam valley made some proposals for encouraging 

nmigration into Assam such as cheaper rate of fare for travel to the 
nafide' immigrants in the railways and in the steamer, and the settlement 

land revenue free for a term of ten years with such immigrants.5 Bodhi 
attwa Kar observed: 

The conpletion of the Assam Bengal railway facilitated large scale 
Iiovement of the immigration, The Government now took up the matters 

seriously and the immigration policies were formulated and it was 
recognized that the colonization of the wastelands of Assam had to be 

51 
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ASSAM 
The book is an attempt to unravel the trajectories of silence and dominance 
in the cultural landscape of the tea gardens situated in the frontier state of 
Assam. Built on the vìrgin forest land of Assam and conquering the hidden 
treasures of nature, the tea garden symbolizes the essence of the garden from 

Edenic perspective at first sight, but from a deeper angle, it showcases the 
systematic manipulation of the poor labourers for the enrichment of a few 
agency houses based in Calcutta and London. 

The tca garden was the mini-world where various forms of cultural practices 
took place through verbal communications and social customs. The distance 
berween the workers quarters and the colonial bungalows portrays the 
uncqual power structure. The tea gardens also highlight the centre of protests. 
The representation of the subjugated women labourers is explaincd in the 

book. Overall, the book attempts to locate the varied interests and contents of 
the people of the tea garden society from a newer perspective. 
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History of Communism in 
Colonial Assam : A Brief Outline 

Dr. Dhanmoni Kalita* 

Communism rooted in Assam in the 1940s. Since its 

inception, the communists started to organise the peasntry der 
their banner and mobilised them against the exploitation of the 
landlords. They mainiy targeted the adhaiars or the sharecroppers 
Sor such mobilisation. Peasants under their leadership raised 
slogans like Nangol Jaar Maati Taar (Land belongs to those who 
plough the land) and demanded to lower the rate of adhi or share 

to one fourth of the produce. The movement on these demands 

later came to be known as Adhiar Movement or Sharecroppers 

Movement. Moreover, they also took part in Indian National 
Movement in several capacities. The adhiar or sharecroppers 

movement started by the communist continued even after 

Independence of India On this backgrond this paper seeks to 

explore the history of communism in colonial Assam. 

Keywords: Communists, Assam, peasants, labours, 

sharecroppers, landlords. 

The Beginning 
Compared to other states of India, the arrival of 

communism in Assam was late. Till 1924, there was not any 

discussion on the Russian Revolution and Socialism in the Press 

and political debates of Assam. The earliest known writing on 

*Assistant Professor, History Department, Bikali College 
dhanmoni. kalita007 agmail. com 
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